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This thesis deals with a current problem of informed consent of a patient to a medical 
treatment, with a special regard to aspects of such consent pertaining to criminal law. Current 
healthcare in a vast majority of modern countries is based on the principle of informed 
consent. Following an introductory review of the history of the physician-patient relationship, 
the current legislation surrounding the informed consent is analyzed. These laws are 
undergoing major changes as this thesis is being finished, giving me the chance to describe 
both past and future legal regulation. I proceed to describe in detail when the informed 
consent is required, in what form must it be granted and what sort of medical information is 
needed to be given to the patient prior to his decision. To adequately weigh the aspects of 
criminal responsibility in relation to informed consent, the analysis of all possible forms of 
legal responsibility is performed, with some comparisons to relevant criminal regulation in 
other countries being made. 
